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' 4 GENESIS PARASHAS CHAYEI SARAH 23/1 —24/2

city, saying.ﬂl}ﬂo, my lord; heed me! | have given you the field, and as for the cave that is in
it, I have given it to you; In the view of the children of my people have I given it to you; bury
your dead.” 12 So Abraham bowed down before the members of the council. '* He spoke to
Ephron in the hearing of the members of the council, saying: “Rather, if only you would heed
me! I give you the price of the field, accept it from me, that | may bury my dead there.”

4'And Ephron replied to Abraham, saying to him: * “My lord, heed me! Land worth four

hundred silver shekels; between me and you — what is it? Bury your dead.”

16 Abraham heeded .Ephron, and Abraham weighed out to Ephron the price which he had
mentionied_in the hearing of the children of Heth, four hundred silver shekels in negotiable
currency. }7)‘\nd Ephron’s field, which was in Machpelah, facing Mamre, the field and the cave
within it and all the trees in the field, within all its surrounding boundaries, was confirmed 8 as
Abraham’s as a purchase in the view of the children of Heth, among all who came to the gate
of his city. ° And afterwards Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of
Machpelah facing Mamre, which is Hebron, in the land of Canaan.@T hus, the field with its

A

17. opn — Was confirmed [lit., rose). The Midrash inter-
prets the word in the literal sense: The property became
elevated, because it passed from the possession of a.com-
moner, Ephron, to that of a king, Abraham.

{19/ Although it is clear that these events took place in the
land of Canaan, the verse mentions that Sarah was buried
there to emphasize that burial anywhere in the Land is
meritorious (Haamek Davar).
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" 3= Since the Torah devotes no less than sixteen verses — a huge bulk

of text by the Torah’s frugal standards — to this bargaining session be-

tween Avraham and the Hittites, we can be sure that it contains an im-
portant lesson. Let us analyze it more carefully.

We know that Avraham'’s threat made a powerful impact on the
Hittites, for they immediately softened their stance: “Sir, you are a
prince of God in our midst. Choose our best burial site and bury your
dead. No one among us will deny you his burial site to bury your dead”
(ibid. 23:5-6). On the surface this all sounds very nice: the Hittites
| (yielded to Avraham'’s demands and agreed to give him a burial plot. No-\

ey

X B

sell it to him. Avraham was not satisfied with this arrangement: “If you
really want to help me bury my dead.. .speak up for me to Efron the son

# of Tzochat\Let him sell me the Cave of Machpeilah...for its full price”
(ibid., 8-9). Avraham insisted on paying full price for the cave. And how
much could a cave possibly cost, after all?

cave confirmed as Abraham's as an estate for a burial site, from the children of Heth.

17. 1insy n'.ﬂl‘l DR — AND EPHRON’S FIELD [WHICH WAS IN MACHPELAH, FACING MAMRE,] STCOD. Thipn
* iy iy — Ithad an ascension, LT 1 XYW — in that it left the possession of a commoner ™Y

Yy b1 12 YwN myem e opn — “And the field, and the cave within it, and all the trees stood

18. 171y "y 3 23 — WITH ALL WHO CAME TO THE GATE OF HIS CITY. 033723 — Among them all
1% y13pin — [Ephron] transferred ownership to
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7 Thus, Avraham, Yaakov, and David purchased these three tracts of

Efron approached Avraham and said, “Listen to me, sir. The field
and the cave are yours.” But who made any mention of a field?

, land because they foresaw that a time would come when the Jewish
-jr eople would lack sufficient merit to reclaim the land by force. They set

. Avraham requested only the cave. The commentators explain that
. Efron was guided in this instance by his avarice. In mentioning the
(_field, he was giving Avraham less than subtle notification that he would
agree to a package deal only: if Avraham wanted the cave, he would
have to buy the field as well. Efron then demanded an exhorbitant sum
of money — four hundred shekels — for this tract of land, which
Avraham paid in cash.
An analysis of this account leads us to a number of observations.
First, we get the distinct impression that Avraham was taken for a ride
by the Hittites. He ended up paying a vast sum for land which, accord-
ing to his own account, he already owned. Stranger yet, Avraham re-

fused to accept the land as a gift and insisted on purchasing it at Efron’s

ridiculously inflated price. It certainly appears that Efron got the better

end of the deal.

~J Secondly, we must question why the Hittites were so reluctant to sell

land to Avraham. Although they had no qualms about giving him land,

they were loath to sell him anything — even a useless cave. ~/

Thirdly, why did Efron demand such a preposterous sum of money

for the Cave of Machpeilah? Initially he insisted on giving it to
¢ Avraham as a gift, but in a sudden turnaround he demanded a vast for-

tune for it.

?) The Midrash teaches:

The day will come when the nations will say to the Jewish people,
“The Land of Israel does not belong to you!” At that time the Jewish
people will show them that Avraham purchased the Cave of
Machpeilah, that Yaakov purchased the city of Shechem [see

out to establish a precedent that would enable future generations to en-
s ter the land through the second method — that of negotiating with the

) gentiles and buying their way in. ]
\ ~J The Talmud explains that this situation will persist until the Messi-
/7 anic era. We will not manage unilaterally to reclaim possession of the

Bereishis 33:19], and that David HaMelech purchased the site of the

Holy Temple from Aravnah HaYevusi [Shmuel II 24:21-24].
(Bereishis Rabbah 79:7)

It's difficult to understand what this midrash means to tell us. How
will the Jewish people’s claim counter the charges that the nations will
level against them? What difference will it make whether Jews pur-
chased these three sites? “Fine!” the gentiles may respond. “You keep

M}éhose three locales, but the rest is ours!” What universal benefits have
we gained through these deeds of sale?
>=4>As we pointed out (p. 117), Maharal explains that the number
Jhree represents the establishment of a p:'ittern or a condition. A table,
for example, needs at least three legs in order to stand. The Mishnah
teaches that “the world stands on three things — on Torah study, on the

service of God, and on kind deeds” (Avos 1:2). Shechem, Yerushalayim,

( and Chevron are the three “legs” of Eretz Yisrael. In the spiritual dimen-;
sion, these three cities constitute the “spinal column” of Ere"cz Yisrael, \

‘*‘t‘he nerve center of the land. Avraham, Yaakov, and David made a point
of purchasing these three cities — even though each of them had been

offered as a gift — in order to establish a new ‘spiritual mechanism |

called “taking possession of the land through negotiation.” They per-
;- ceived that their descendants would one day lose possession of Eretz
7 Wisrael, and that there would be only two methods by which they }

land; we will rather be forced to obtain it only with the consent of the
nations. Avraham, Yaakov, and David provided us with an alternative
means by which to return to-Eretz Yisrael under all circumstances.

This is the reason the Hittites were loath to sell land to Avraham.

They sensed that if Aviaham would succeed in his plan of purchasing a

y plot of land, that action would establish a pattern for all time that

would enable the Jewish people to dwell in Eretz Yisrael everi when they

(- could not take it by force through their own merits. They tried with ev-

€ry means at their disposal to prevent Avraham from creating this spiri-
tual mechanism. At first, they categorically refused to give Avraham a -

P burial plot; then, when he threatened them, they insisted on giving it to

"ti@as a gift. The one thing they refused to do was sell land to him.
This was the basis of the dialogue between Avraham and the Hit-
tites. The encounter appeared cordial enough, but in truth both sides

B

realized that the status of Eretz Yisrael and the future of their descen-

_ )y dants hung in the balance. The Hittites maintained a strong stand until
Avraham outmaneuvered them by insisting on negotiating directly
with Efron.

’\ Rashi points out that throughout the narrative Efron’s name is
spelled with the letter vay, but in verse 16, which describes how he suc-
cumbed to his avarice and accepted Avraham'’s payment, the vav is sud-
denly omitted. The commentaries explain that the missing vav repre-
sents the disintegration of Efron’s moral principles. When he agreed to
accept payment for the cave, not only did Efron renege on his original

#,commitment to give the cave to Avraham as a gift, he also betrayed his

“own nation by facilitating the Jewish people’s eventual return to the
land. =
~ How does the missing vav convey this concept? The numerical
value of the Hebrew letters contained in the name Efron (when spelled
without a vav) is four hundred, a multiple of forty. This number often
ipdicates drastic change. A fertilized human egg, for example, takes
forty days to evolve into a living entity. The flood lasted forty days, and

Moshe remained on Mount Sinai for forty days prior to the revelation of

the Torah. It took forty years of wandering in the desert for the Jewish

people to make the transition from slavery to freedom. The numerical

value of Efron’s name as it is spelled in verse 16 indicates that he, too,

nderwent a profound transformation. At that point he succumbed to

\g:is avarice and helped Avraham to set into motion a crucial spiritual
mechanism, the effect of which is still felt to this day. ;

The fact is that Avraham did not get the raw end of this deal at all.

. On the contrary, it was Efron who fell into the trap and sold out his na- 3.
tion’s rights to the land, while Avraham succeeded,irr guaranteeing an

- eternal Jewish presence in Eretz Yisrael. This is exactly what Avrahamj

wanted, and that was his purpose in paying Efron the four hundred she-
kels.

» The verse “Efron’s field in Machpeilah adjoining Mamrei...became
established as Avraham'’s purchase” (Bereishis 23:17) alludes to this
theme. By purchasing the field, Avraham created a spiritual fail-safe sys-

_ tem that guarantees the Jewish people an eternal foothold in the land. L
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(_ might reclaim it: by force, or through negotiation with the pations.  *
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When the Jews arrived at the land of Canaan following their forty-
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year sojourn in the desert, they did not need to negotiate with the in-
“= habitants. God told them to simply march forth and conquer; and that

is exactly what they did. In the days of Ezra and Nechemyah, however,
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the Jews who lived in Babylon did not have sufficient spiritual merit to
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repossess the land unilaterally. Eventually, they returned to Israel, but
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only after negotiating with King Koresh and obtaining his consent.
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Avraham was not satisfied with Sarah being buried in the land
that would become sovereign Eretz Yisrael in the future. Avraham
wanted Sarah to be buried in land that would already be sovereign

“* Eretz Yisrael. In order for Avraham to accomplish that he had to
s effect two transfers, a private transfer and a sovereign transfer. An
individual does not have the right to sell his house to another country
for it to be under their jurisdiction. When an American buys a house
in Syria that doesn't make it part of the United States. An individual
Sytian can't even sell his house to the United States itself to make
it legally part of the United States. Only a country can do that. On
the other hand, if a country sells a province to another country, the

residents continue to own their houses there. They are just under a

different sovereign and governed by different laws.
In order for Avraham to accomplish the personal transfer he
needed to buy the land from Efron, but in order for the purchase to
¥bg a sovereign transfer, as well, he needed the permission of the local

governing body. That is why we see that the Bnei Cheis were involved
during the entire transaction. In the beginning, the first people

Avraham asked permission from were the people of Cheis.”> When
Efron responds, as well, the Forah says® that he responds 2 m1xa
1Y YW X2 Yo% nn — in the ears of the Bnei Cheis, for all who come
to the gate of his city” that he is giving the field to Avraham® "y
"my — in the view of all the members of my nation.” Then, instead of
bowing to Efron in thanks, Avraham bows® “yaxi1 oy n0% — before
the members of the council.’ Then Avraham responds again® “mixa
Y Xn Dy — in the ears of the members of the council.” From the
tremendous emphasis the Torah places on the members of the city
being present we see clearly that this was no ordinary purchase of
'!land. The members of the city were part of the transfer as well,
since-it was a transfer of sovereign rights to Avraham in addition to

ownership.

As we go further through the story we see even more points that
support the fact that this was a sovereign purchase changing the
land into Eretz Yisrael. Rashi® explains that Avraham paid Efron
with currency that is accepted in every country. Why would it have
been necessary for Avraham to pay for the field this way? It is highly
unlikely that whenever people bought land they used international
currency. However, it is far more likely to have occurred if the

~

transaction was between different national entities.

¥ The next pasuk®® says 1oy m1w opn — And Efrons field arose;”
which Rashi explains to mean® that the field was elevated in that it

left the possession of a commoner and became the possession of a ~

king. The Maskil LeDavid™ is bothered by why Rashi focuses on the
‘ elevation from the property of a commoner to the property of a king

¢ rather than the elevation resulting from being the property of a rasha)

YPA ST priy e e L
ﬁ'@’f‘ i :
390 niva TV X ,INB1 YRR 1Y YW MvLiT 80 Wt
ok mpan Mbw Nyphim 1B WWhi AR wwn onp i
nvatawy ) Spnd nrmacy nMonY W Neyin vy mupn’g

Snnb My mowwn o .o%wa oan nmpna or
.Myni Sw Tnnip Nya 1K omax

,NBO1 T ML TwIBA ¥ KM 3 5y Ty poman Syt rat n
/NW WY AR DTAR LwInT Sw o ows aRmp pinn 5Hya nixnn aesw
P Swn Mapa Maph Yorw 1 oy T R mp ann .m‘:ws}
) 0K LW Swotnnaph paeo ar ap aSwa Mmap i Tapn privi
xS 7 i XY DRI R T NR Maph omax b i ap naw nxy,
¥ MIT W NYYIR DYR Mp 12w ,501 i 0mak 7w mw e nmur}(
Komw 53 mvnd mowi ypar XS obwb 1 nvam oipnt Yy

:mwan Sw nmoaw 021081 187 0MIKI1AN DMATM

53112 WK FYAM W ,X0n AnY MWK AY50Ra WX PREY T ope
*xa Y33 nn 3 b mipnd omaxb avao v Yoa wk wa wk yvin
MY W
Sw W fThyn NSy Dyn T K ANN 1A b oK i pap €
Y80I W NYn YK INWK W DK DITAK 13p 13 0K 19 .0max
SYA3 PIRA N2 RO XN 0 by

0 1% muw Mo Sovh manm ,MYaKT M NYaw Nayw InXD N1 ¥
DMAKY 12 WK TR TIWR 0PN M NYYm ¥y ypar x5 o api
Jwowt 1k3% ya1 XSw MmNt i XY 01 3P NN N3 NR[ 13p Nnnxs
I L OIAR BN WK N MK pary amx mad wek
X591 NN 1an .00 3 nRn "apt aeph akT T Swoanmap kY Ko
931 ,IMIK 791 720w KRS ,myna pon Y3 mi kS 120 oy 1w ovn
933 yppit Sw nnypait ok Sy ek Haph XOK i kY omax Swoamp
4 AYm myw

73K Nywa oy quwnm 1ot owbw omax Sworwyn Y01 10 0 mn~/
‘mavwnt nyT Sipwh nn nyT pRw m Swa i nen ek wmap apivm
i 1w 53 npra pprm 2wen inn Syin wax omax pinyn
oMo oo 93 Sy mnb oy nbwen phn 93 nmwex

DAY¥IM L VW3 WD DA WP VWA, ONupi

05wt oIxn SwoanmT

nyy NMYNIL 15D 93939 » |

Ul

—

Y37 P T T AWM KD AT 92 nowpn Pay TPV PN ,93TH DM
MY DIV 1 PRY BOYT X Y21 ,07N Yya Y¥K RKY 9ax noan

NOP N 9T YYaN R NINANYY NWIINY
T3 PP MONY 2N T NYTS WYY Y Omp N pmy Iy Panyy

22 ,NNYN 17 IOV NINY DIND YN Wpm XONN DY NINNH N NN
D30I 0737 NN HY DIDDIK DN MY 11T YINA 9N NN oIN
NIPIN 93T DY MINONN N SaY Py IP_MONY NOX 01N 23 mnlanb
YY) Yavn PR W3 ,50 X5 N SN P AN - DNY 097 yan Hy

[ and rising to become the property of a tzaddik or the like. However,’)

based on our pshat this is clear: The point is that this was a sovereign

purchase and the land was transferred into the possession of the king

9 of Eretz Yisrael — Avraham Avinu.
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DARASH MOSHE ON THE TORAH

1 R R .

F;O u] Boreishis/ Chavei Sarah

~ There is another way we may understand the ascension Ephron’s field
- ynderwent through its transference to the ownership of Avraham. The -
Torah at times presents us with physical reminders of the Torah way of
. life. One example of this would be the mitzvah of tzitzis . The verse states
that the tzitzis are supposed to have the effect of reminding a person of
his obligation to the Torah and mitzvos. How do the strings of the tzitzis
accomplish this task? The Talmud (Sotah 17a) provides us with the
answer. According to the Torah’s specifications, one of the strings on
each corner of a garment with tzitzis is to be dyed with techeiles. The
Talmud teaches that the color of the techeiles reminds a person of the
ocean. The ocean’s color in turn reminds a person of the sky. The sky
then makes a person think of the Heavenly Throne — which of course
serves as a reminder to adhere to the requirements of Hashem’s Torah.

ﬁ The Me’aras Hamachpeilah and the land upon which it stood would
now serve a similar function. They would act as a landmark — not a
physical but rather a mental landmark — causing people to think of
Avraham and his faith in Hashem. This would result in people following
the ways of Avraham, thus glorifying the Name of Hashem. It is for this

@ reason too that the verse mentions the trees that stood in the field — they
are visible from afar and often sétve as the landmark which delineates a
person’s property.

The concept of a place serving as a reminder triggering the fear of
Hashem can be. found in the instance of Shmuel Hanavi. Dovid
Hamelech ran to Shmuel’s home, hoping to escape persecution at the
hands of Shaul and his followers. He was followed there first by Shaul’s
messengers and eventually by Shaul himself. The verse relates that as
each individual approached Shmuel’s home — even before they saw

. Shmuel himself — they were overcome by the spirit of Hashem. The
~ sight of Shmuel’s dwelling place alone was sulfficient to cause them to
remember Shmuel. This triggered in them the desire to follow in his ways
q ~ to rid themselves of all evil and search for the truth.
\

R- Wolee

hen Sarah Imeinu passed away, Avraham went to the

Bnei Cheis to purchase Me’aras Hamachpeilah as a

burial ground for his wife. After he bought the land
from Ephron, the Torah tells us: And Ephron’s field rose. Rashi
explains that the field was elevated, so to speak, when its ownership
was transferred from a layman (Ephron) to a king (Avraham). What
difference does it make to the field who owns it?

The Vilna Gaon on Megillas Esther (3:13) writes that there are
three mitzvos performed on the day of Purim — the reading of
the Megillah, the giving of mishloach manos to complement the
seudah, and matanos I'evyonim — corresponding to the three
components of a person. Thg reading of the Megillah cor_res}‘aonds

~ to the neshamah, mishloach manos corresponds to the body, and

‘\ matanos ’evyonim corresponds to the person’s material acquisi- ,f» el - e = e
in our possession, and we
(tions. It is evident from this explanation that one’s money and pos-/ *t,o be L

sV sessions are part and parcel of who he is. If so, we can understand f
why Me’aras Hamachpeilah experienced a spiritual ascension after
it was purchased by Avraham. It had been an essential part of
Ephron, and now it became an essential part of Avraham, the great-
est person living at the time.
¢ We tend to believe that we are in control of our money and that
we may do with it as we see fit. This perception is incorrect, how-
ever. Every dollar we have, and every item we acquire, was ordained
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become a guardian of every-
thing we own. Therefore, we
must allocate our money prop:
erly and not act negligently with
regard to our belongings. One
who constantly spends money
,on frivolities might very well be

JUy

”Every dollar we have, and
every item we acquire,
was ordained to be in
our possession, and we
become a guardian of

S

{lacking in his emunah, for he ¢
(_shows that he does not believe

’ everything we own. 2

that his money was given to him by Hashem with a specific purpose

in mind.
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A number of incidents in the Torah, as interpreted by Chaz_al : W QA 2¥p

demonstrate this idea. One such example is when Yaakov Avinu i

endangered himself by going back
= Stiverai“l/es:n tac1>1 :eetsrjzzseagldem Yagkov acknowledged that his XX 7751 "1 12y 3MK1 LI T3 BN I BK b NN ke ~
across the r 1
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to retrieve seemingly insignficant utensils. 4 ‘

All of a person’s possessions are given to him for a purpose. f he ~ 7¥w h¥1 K D30 1T 120 YRIWKIN AT DART NP MR AR ange Spv
doesn't need a particular item himself, then it was given to him to ™M .”JaRiT NX AP™” MKW 1M ,NAK AKX [KWY M3 WK MK P
allchate to others who do need it. Just because one may have no use VAV DK O0Tm KT - A oIRmw 5o ,vavb o pa Wwp ww
for the item, that does not mean he may act carelessly with it. One 1357 %) SN YDA AR KT o o e s D e
who takes care of his belongings is, in effect, displaying his emunah NWRIT OIR 5w KLMAT \AK,msw men ve K TV AW DMK (1,03 Xpm
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that the Creator gave him those items for a reason. WA T PWRYT DTRWIW NN NRT AW 1K TR WY e N K
7 1 : .
(Shiurei Chumash, Parashas Chayei Sarah 23:17) O"h v5ya by oy yiwi
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— Jl}j 1199 AT Bp7 — And Ephron’sfieldstood (23:17). X2 mommy 19 MR (1 pm a mam) YwHKRY nRaw mnabx ik Yw mwyna 3
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ashi, troubled by the verse’s use of the word “stood” in reference ' (yx1 .mannY X Yavi Nma DYy o3 BN A &Y AT - A NX o :

to a’field, comments that this means the field had an ascengjon, / ’71(-11 DX P71 RWT M pay SR .maannd pwxan wav 5y yavn Ty ek |
in that it left the possession of a commoner for the possession of \1(31 .RUMT NE5W NWRIT Wauh nm TN yavm ,yavn Sy owm awww
— — — /2 TN IMpN” - W DK MK DTAK mpws

i i i Eretz Yisrael can be
ided o o entogoron, Fuck e he Ealires st ey 72 TP 183 Mupn 'y Mapr Tano: 73 o T o

the beginning of Creation. This holiness would be present irrespective of /311 /TP 2w T MY 5953 T whn 5y omw noonn 2w ann (1
‘Ayraham’s purchasing of the field. Second, there is the holiness which 12K N"2¥N1 NMMwa 1X_,MMWwaT 9K 13110 (9K DWA 7 K DTRwAw
vq;s placed on the land when Yehoshua and Bnei Yisrael conguered it. ———_ NN Y o § ;.3: .
This holiness, too, would not have been effected by Avraham’s purchase = —
of the land. This being the case, how was an “ascension” of the field MR T 5Y 1SN DTSN 80
effected by Avraham’s purchase? B il SEGET A T
XThe answer to our question is that Rashi is not discussing the holiness M2”1X3 X2MWD 2173 7007 DAIAR 712 790 i ! e w-m;
of Eretz Yisrael. Rather, he refers to the potential for holiness that exists _ :

in every material object created by Hashem. Whether or not an item is e ] ‘ Wi v
considered “holy” depends on the end use of th.e item. If tl'.le item is used R R T T S —— R

in a way that allows it to fulfill a higher purpose, it can be said to have had Comis 7 o i, s

an ascension. A simple example of this would be the parchment used in ; : PR I Rovne 2nd ma mw by

the writing of a Sefer Torah. The parchment is sanctified through its use nbya 2b ma o2 Xe2 o YR AWK by by nieab oi1MaR

for such a lofty purpose. The same is true of any item that is used forthe %13 ,nX nINR X3 IR D MRY AYwa. M > ow)

benefit of a righteous person. Rashi is telling us that Ephron’s fie.ld had PRE T3 DDWHY MX MY M wa by ym 59 syp

an ascension because it would now be used by Avraham as a burial plot
for the righteous Sarah.
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